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7 November 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR USFK Veterinary Treatment Facilities

SUBJECT: Policy for Mascots Established by Unit Orders

1. Effective 1 January 2001, USFK Veterinary Treatment Facilities will only honor mascots established by unit orders signed by an officer in the grade of O-5 or higher.  Such mascots will be afforded the same rights, privileges, support services and health surveillance as other DoD-owned animals.

2. Mascots will not routinely be adopted as private pets.  In an exceptional case where it is in the best interest of the animal for such an adoption to occur, the adopting individual will reimburse the attending Veterinary Treatment Facility for the full costs of services and medications provided over the preceding 24 months.

3. After 1 January 2001, any mascots established by unit orders not signed by an officer in the grade of O-5 or higher may receive veterinary medical care as for other privately-owned animals.

4.  This policy reflects policies currently in place throughout the DoD as well as the proposed revision to AR 40-905, Veterinary Health Services.

5.  Questions concerning this policy may be directed to me at DSN 738-3338.








JAMES A BLAGG








COL, VC








Commanding

*NOTE from the 4-7 Squadron Webmaster

The URL’s below will take you to the relevant portions of AR 40-905.

http://books.usapa.belvoir.army.mil/cgi-bin/bookmgr/BOOKS/r40_905/3.1
http://books.usapa.belvoir.army.mil/cgi-bin/bookmgr/BOOKS/r40_905/6.1
http://books.usapa.belvoir.army.mil/cgi-bin/bookmgr/BOOKS/r40_905/GLOSSARY (Look for the term “Government Owned Animal”)
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