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11 June 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR All Animal Owners Leaving the Republic of Korea (ROK)

SUBJECT: Exportation of Pets from the ROK

1. Pet owners must notify their personnel office of their intention to ship their pet upon Permanent Change of Station as soon as possible.

2. To leave the ROK, by Korean law, all dogs and cats must have:


a.  Proof of a rabies vaccination within the last year.  This vaccination should have been received over 30 days but less than 1 year prior to arrival at your new station.


b.  A United States Health Certificate issued within ten (10) days of departure.

3. In addition to the United States Health Certificate, if the owner is departing from Incheon International Airport, the owner must also obtain a Korean Health Certificate, preferably on the day of departure.  If the flight leaves in the early morning, the Korean Health Certificate may be obtained up to one (1) or two (2) days prior to departure.  Take the animal with its health record (including Rabies Certificate and United States Health Certificate) to Incheon International Airport, Quarantine Section, 2F, tel 032-740-2640.  The hours of operation are 24 hrs, Mon-Sun.  There is no cost for this service.

4.  Since the ROK is considered “rabies free” by the United States Public Health Service, animal owners who meet the above requirements to leave Korea will automatically met the requirements to enter the United States.  Animal owners traveling from the ROK to Hawaii or countries other than the United States should contact that installation’s nearest local military Veterinary Treatment Facility, as soon as possible for specific importation requirements.

5.  It is the service member’s responsibility to verify reservations with the airline.  The service member is responsible for all fees charged by the airlines for shipping the animal.

6.  When preparing the animal’s cargo for travel, attach the following to the cage.


a.  One copy of the rabies vaccination certificate, not the original.


b.  One copy of the health certificate, not the original.


c.  One copy of your flight itinerary.


d. A feeding schedule for your animal.


e.  Also attach some of your animal’s food for flight and quarantine if your pet is on a special diet.

7. Animals should be fed no less than six (6) to eight (8) hours before the flight, to prevent vomiting or the need to defecate.  Water can be given up to the time of the flight in limited amounts.  It is recommended to walk and / or exercise your dog before presenting it to the airline desk for loading onto the airplane.

8.  Animals shipped as air freight must go to the third floor of the cargo terminal and report to the cargo office for processing, payment, and shipping instructions.  You must be at the air freight office no later than two and one half hours before the owner’s flight departure.  To ship an animal as excess baggage, check in at the airline ticket counter with all  paperwork necessary for processing.
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